
Though rich in 
both architectural 
and decorative 
detailing, a Dallas 
home is carefully 
crafted so that  
no one element 
outshines any other. 
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Architects Mark Barry 

and Jeff Ballas infused 

the gallery of this Texas 

home with an air of 

authenticity by 

incorporating classical 

European elements, such 

as a groin-vault ceiling, 

arched colonnades, and 

imported limestone and 

terra-cotta fl oor tiles. 



56    Elegant Homes



THIS PHOTO: Soaring 

12-foot-tall cabinets 

embellished with a 

latticelike pattern and 

topped with triangular 

pediments direct the eye 

up to the living room’s 

vaulted ceiling. RIGHT: 

Although located just 

minutes from downtown 

Dallas, this home exudes 

the charm of a country 

French manor thanks  

to its ivy-covered 

limestone exterior.  

What does interior designer Robin Riddle have in 

common with the Greek philosopher Aristotle? Both 

believe that the whole is greater than the sum of its parts. 

In 2008, Riddle translated this ancient theory into a 

modern design concept when she collaborated with 

architects Mark Barry and Jeff Ballas on a custom family 

home with old-world overtures near Dallas. 

 “Having worked with the homeowners previously,  

I knew they had a very fine eye for detail,” Riddle says. 

“Our goal was to make every inch as architecturally rich 

as we could, but in a way that wouldn’t be visually 

overwhelming. To do this, we approached every design 

decision as if we were walking a tightrope—carefully 

balancing the scale, texture, and finishes of the materials.”    

 The mature landscape and sprawling grounds lend a 

sense of bucolic beauty to the home’s European-inspired 

rough Lueders limestone facade and steeply pitched red 

clay tile roof. Beyond the threshold, wide hand-scraped 

oak floorboards and reclaimed limestone and terra-cotta 

tiles anchor lofty rooms crowned by groin-vaulted, 

coffered, and tongue-and-groove paneled ceilings.  

Banks of windows and French doors with walnut-stained 

trim and wrought-iron hardware further enhance the 

European vernacular.

 A handful of cherished antiques from France, England, 

and Italy are sprinkled throughout the main living spaces 

to elegantly balance contemporary, clean-lined furniture 

and decor designed to impart a fresh, casual feel. In the 

kitchen and bathrooms, plumbing fixtures and cabinet 

hardware in modern and industrial finishes—such as 

stainless steel and polished nickel—add shimmer against 

layers of distressed woods, honed natural stone, and crusty 

wrought iron. A neutral palette of creams, taupes, and 

grays invigorated by a few pops of cinnamon and sea-glass 

hues create a calm and cohesive backdrop. 

 “Pulling it all together was like putting together a jigsaw 

puzzle,” Riddle says. “Once the frame was complete, we 

could focus on the colors, textures, shapes, and sheens that 

ultimately allow us to see the great, big, beautiful picture.”
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OPPOSITE: To spice up 

the family room’s cool 

palette and lend coziness 

to the otherwise lofty 

room, interior designer 

Robin Riddle enlisted 

hints of pumpkin and 

cinnamon that she pulled 

from the warm wood 

ceiling and trusses. LEFT: 

An airy iron chandelier 

and creamy Louis XV 

chair frames lighten the 

look of the breakfast 

room’s limestone fireplace 

and wood-framed bay 

window. BELOW: 

Distressed-fir ceiling 

beams, dark-stained oak 

floors, and a custom zinc 

range hood give the 

kitchen a sense of 

timelessness.

“We custom-
glazed the 

walls to create 
the look of  
a European 
home with a  
centuries-old 

patina.”
—INTERIOR DESIGNER

ROBIN RIDDLE 
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THIS PHOTO: A sea-glass 

hue taken from the powder 

room’s fl oral wallpaper is 

echoed by glass mosaic tile 

fl ooring and a painted 

vanity. OPPOSITE LEFT: In 

keeping with the master 

bedroom’s strong indoor-

out connection, the 

four-poster’s headboard 

and footboard mimic the 

swirls of a wrought-iron 

gate. OPPOSITE RIGHT: 

The master bath’s tub 

features a custom panel 

with a clipped corner design 

that is mirrored in the shape 

of the marble backsplash. 



Floor plan
TOTAL SQ. FT: 7,000 
BEDROOMS: 5
BATHROOMS: 6 full, 2 half

Floor plan © Barry Bull Ballas Architects, Inc.
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